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One on One: Tenijah Hamilton, SGHS Class of 2010
By K. Coats

Of all the graduates from Gwinnett County Public Schools inter-
viewed for the Hometown Brag column, Tenijah Hamilton has defi-
nitely traveled the farthest. In fact, if you traveled any farther, you’d 
be on your way back to the States! Having lived in New Zealand, 
Tenijah’s perspective of the world has a lot of variables, which she’s 
found can make “home” all the sweeter. 

Tenijah attended both Meadowcreek High School and South 
Gwinnett High School (SGHS) where she graduated in 2010. She 
attended the University of West Georgia and graduated in 2015 with a 
degree in mass communications and creative writing. And despite liv-
ing across the globe, she is now back home living in Grayson. Her cur-
rent job is Program Manager at NOVA on PBS. She is also a host and 
producer at BirdNote where she runs a podcast on conservation called 
Bring Birds Back. Tenijah also has plans to ensure her creative writing 
degree is used. “I wrote a children’s book!” she says. “It’s still a draft, 
but in a time when I wasn’t writing at all and I was feeling uninspired, 
it helped me to find a little more magic. I’d love to publish it one day.” 

During her time in Gwinnett County as a student, Tenijah was 
involved with the Meadowcreek theater program, but acting was far 
from her goals. “When I was at Meadowcreek,” she says, “I was pretty 
involved in theater, only so much as I made friends with the real the-
ater kids and was pretty content being an extra and a stagehand.” But 
once she arrived at SGHS, she seems to have found her groove being 
part of DECA, mock trial, yearbook, and literary competition. 

When it comes to influential teachers, Tenijah confessed she had many. “My favorite teacher 
was without a doubt Mr. [Heath] Gibson,” she admits, though she adds that AP Literature and 
Composition might have been her favorite class. “I loved the lit timed writing activities we did 
every Friday,” she recalls, “and I came across some of my most influential and memorable texts 
in [that] class.” Some of those novels included Their Eyes Were Watching God, The Stranger, 
and Crime and Punishment. 

  Between living abroad and the confines of the pandemic, Tenijah has come to embrace and 
savor the small joys in life. Some of those joys many can agree with. “I really love the Snellville 
Farmers Market,” she says. “It always gives me a little bit of a Stars’ Hollow feel a la Gilmore 
Girls.” And you won’t find many who disagree. The Snellville Farmers Market does show 
Snellville at its best. 

Other small joys can be accomplishment-based such as learning to 
make biscuits from scratch. And Tenijah reminds us all that some-
times you have to leave your comfort zone to learn what matters most. 
“I have traveled a lot in the eleven years since I graduated high school, 
and it has been a great privilege, and one from which I learned a lot – 
a lot about myself too – that no matter where you go, there are things 
from the ways and the places you were raised that stick with you no 
matter what corner of the world you find yourself.” And in this, each 
place has left its mark. “Customs may be different globally, but my 
kindness is from Georgia. My smart mouth is from New York City. 
And though I’ve luckily been disabused of any misguided notions 
about American Exceptionalism, grape jelly is the supreme match 
for peanut butter on a sandwich, and we may not have hobbits or uni-
versal healthcare, but we will forever have that over New Zealand.” 

And grape jelly isn’t the only thing that has altered over the years. 
Tenijah says, “My ambitions only extend as far as I feel I am fulfill-
ing my purpose and being purposeful with my life. What I’ve learned 
is that the things that I wanted at 18...changed. They evolved. And 
contrary to what I may have thought as a teenager, that really is the 
best-case scenario. I want to make the people in my life proud, I want 
to live a life of happiness, health, and love with my partner Ryan, and 
I would like to officially learn to drive!” 

But while those goals may be straightforward, that doesn’t mean 
Tenijah isn’t juggling a lot professionally. “I manage NOVA’s very 
first youth facing program, The NOVA Science Studio,” she explains. 
“The NOVA Science Studio is a program that aims to empower youth 

– especially those that are underrepresented in STEM – to tell engaging science communication 
stories about the issues that matter to them. In my role, I manage strategic planning, creative 
direction, and rollout for the program.” So, whenever you see the NOVA series on PBS, know 
that a little of Gwinnett is behind the scenes. 

Tenijah would like to give a shout out to “my four siblings! Two other SGHS grads, one a 
rising senior and another an incoming freshman. Go Comets!” 

Thank you, Tenijah, for your hard work with the NOVA series and in your conservation 
efforts for our bird populations. We here at Our Town wish you the best and look forward to 
seeing your children’s book in print. And thank you as well for reminding us to savor the small 
joys, especially biscuits from scratch and grape jelly. 

More information about Tenijah Hamilton on Linkedin or on Twitter @teniiijah.  

Giving Back: Green Financial Charity Golf Classic 
By Our Town Gwinnett Staff 

Green Financial Resources LLC (GFR) in Duluth, founded by Roger Green 
almost thirty-four years ago, recently hosted its 18th Charity Golf Classic and 
Dinner. On a hot, gorgeous day at The River Club in Suwanee, participants 
enjoyed a great day of golf while helping to raise over $53,000 to benefit the 
Auditory-Verbal Center, Inc, (AVC).  

Michael Green, Roger’s son, was diagnosed as being deaf as an infant. With 
a cochlear implant, and the training he received from Auditory-Verbal Center 
as a child, he does not use sign language to communicate, and his speech is 
clear. Michael works as a Client Service Manager and Investment Advisor 
in the family business. He holds Bachelor’s in Accounting and Finance from 
Mercer University and a Master’s in Finance from Georgia State.  

“I enjoy seeing people pull together to do good for others,” said Roger. These 
golf tournaments have become a celebrated tradition with his clients, staff, and 
family. The tournament has supported many charities through the years, but for 
the past few years that support has gone to AVC.  

Roger’s wife and COO, Laura Green, and Client Service Manager Kelly 
Schmidt have taken the lead on organizing and carrying out the planning 
details for all of these tournaments/dinners from the very beginning. Roger’s 
niece, Taylor Sloss, who joined GFR in 2017 as Laura’s part-time Marketing 
Assistant, took a lead role coordinating the multitude of details and pursuing 
sponsorships.  

Through the years, that effort has helped Green Financial collect over 
$550,000 that went directly to local charities. GFR staff does most of the soliciting for donors 
and sponsors, saving the charity the effort and bringing them new sources of potentially ongo-
ing donations. GFR’s advertising connections, such as Our Town Gwinnett Magazine, have also 
helped to bring awareness to these wonderful non-profits and the services they provide.  

To cap off the overall success of the golf tournament’s fundraising, on September 21, 2021, 
Roger Green won the national Invest in Others Community Service Award. Along with recogni-

tion for his focus on doing good in the community, Roger’s win results in the Auditory-Verbal 
Center receiving another check for $50,000.00 from Invest in Others!    

Roger Green is an Investment Advisor Representative providing securities and advisory ser-
vices through Cetera Advisors, LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor (RIA), broker/dealer, and 
member FINRA/SIPC. His office is located at 3700 Crestwood Pkwy NW, Duluth GA 30096.  
More information at RogerSGreen.com. 


